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. RECOLLECTIONS OF A NAVALOFFICER, 1341-1865,

By Caplaiy WILLIAM FLARWAK PARKER. 12m0, pin
2v.. 372 Churles Soribner’s Sons,

Capsain Parker entered the United States Navy mm
1841, and saw a great deal uf foreign service onder
warious commanders whose names have become
famous, 1o 1861 be held the rank of lieutenant,
and was siationed t the Naval Aeademy. On
bearing of the secession of Virgimia, he sent in Lis
yesiguation; and an “ pmpleasant position ” in
whicl he found Limself while awaiting ite socep-
tanee i# 2 eurions illustration of the dangers whieh
Veset the National Government at that tinme, anil
the absord dilemmus to which well-menning
Foutliern olilcers were reduced by conflivting clnims
of alleglauce. Oune nighk it was repurted  that the
Secessionlsts were comiog up the river to nttack
the Academy and the frigate Constitution, * The
Joug roll was beaten,” suys Captain Parger, “aud
&'l hands were sent to their stations I was in
chargs of ths howitzer battery, and, like many of
the midshipmen manuing it who had resignen and
were waiting to hear from Washington, had either
tc refuse to do duty or fire on our triends.  The
alarm was a false one: 1 do not hesitala to sav,
however, that had we been attacked I shoald nave
stood by 1y guos wnd performed my duty by the
gehool. 1 was still an officer of the Navy; and
woreover Maryland bud not seceded, and 1f 1% had
war had not been declared.” Cuptain Parker's in-
tentions were creditable, thongh his reasous seem
{0 have been somewhat obscure; he was olso on
officer of the Navy three or four davs later when—
his resignation still not baving been accepted-—heo
deseried snd went to Richmond. After that, of
course, he was dismissed the United States
service, 11e nooepted & commission as leutenant
in the Confederate Navy, and was employed at first
in organizing a batiery of howitzers, This duty
Xkept him for some time 10 Richmond, and he gives
an entertaining description ol scones witnesseil
there at the beginning of the war “ The compa-
pies comiog in from the country were dressed in the
most extraordinary uvwiforms the eye ever rested
on; hut they were full of fight As they arrived
they were sent to a camp near the ity to be drilleq,
1t is nseless to say they stood 1 need of ik * What,’
said a drill-master to a eaptain who was speaking
of his ignorancs of the company drill— What, than,
do yon propose to do with your men in fune of
battle T - Just turn them loose,” was his réply and
this appeared to be the general idea as to Low the
impending war wasto be fought Men insiated
upon carrying a bowie-knifo and revolver in ad-
dition to & musket, in the belial that a battle wus
# serimmane,”

The tweniy-fonr years covered by these lively
reminisvences bensid a remarkable transformation
in nasal warfare, Captain Parker s not yet un ola
man, but his expericuce goes Lack toan erd 8o
difterent from the prasent thut we can hurdly real-
{ze how wear it really s fo our own day. 1t was
the time ot wooden saling ships, nnil the ofiicers
aud men of the Navy bsionged to the typesso well
desorilad by Captain Marryatt, when Midshipman
Parker, a boy o’ foarteen, so amall and ohildish
that iu spite of bis snart iacket and los little dirk
his father led him by the band was taken to the
Brooklya Navy Yard to remort for dufy on Liouril
the North Caroling, He was extremely surprised
when Commodore Perry addressed him os “Mr
Tarker.” Ilesailed on lis fGirst eoraise the next
year. One of his shipmates wos Paswed JMidahyp-
man J. Hogau Brown, an odd eharacter ol whoeu
the following story is told:

Prown was the navigator of the brig Perry, and
on a passage from CUbina to Mexico he allowed the
clirguometers (by wiiel they found the lengitude)
toran down, They were bouud (o Sun Blus, =nd
Tunume to make Cape 5. Lucas, whieh is high and
can be sesu o long way oft, The captain, Jot Btowe
FPalne, wis not tuld that the chronometers badd ran
down aud that they wers depsnding on deud recl-
oning for the Jongitude. Brown gol on the paraliel
of the Cape, and stesring dne east kept a good look-
out aue He kept a forsiopman at the musthend
with orders to come dowu and well him quietly when
1ie saw thie land, aud not otherwise to announce it—
promising him @ botile of whishey in retorn. Ac-
cordingly one day_stortly before 12 o'clock the
goretopinsn cams down aod reported the land in
sight from aloft, He was told by Brown to return
to the masthead, and when the beil struock one to

yeport it in the usual manner. A litile after 12

®'clock the cxptain came vut of the eatun anid mald:
“ Well, Mr. Browa, when do you think we wiil

‘make the lnpd "
“\We wili make the land, sie,” sa1d Drown, “at

half-past 12 o'clock.” (0ne welt).
“We will, el ' said the eaptnin, “ Yes, mr,” re-
plisd Browa in  his most pompous wanier, 4wt ball

past 12 orecisely.”
Just thon the beil struck, and the man at the
masthead roared ont in a stontonan voive, * Land

ho!”

By George,” sald Caplain Jot, ®that's the most
remarkable lundiall lover made!” aud he aftor.
ward told the first livutenant that be cousiiered
Brown one of the nwst skilial nuvigators be had
ever med

Parker's adventores daring the next eighteen
yoars were varied and often exeiting, e saw serv-
joo in the Mexican war, of which he relates some
intereating incidents. He was wrecked on one of tne
Cavo de Yerde islaudsin the slopp-of-war York-
town. Duripg the fivst year of the Hebollion he
eomaianiloea a small gauboat called the Beanfort, u
eannl prepeller armed with ous 32-pounder aud
carrying tlurty-five officers and men, With lus
pondeseript craft he parlicipatsd in the fummous
fight led by the Merrimac in Hampton Romts. In
1563 ho was sppointed superiutendent of the Con-
foderato States Naval Acadomy, an institation st
mutel on o steamshio in James River. He wis
often cniployed on torpedo duty, and onee fitted out
ana commaniled a hoat expedition to blow op the
Yeodoral monitors in Nortn Edisto fver, but at the
1ast womont one of lis men deserted winl gave in-
forwation to the fleat, so that the attick wax aban-
doned. The boats had gono above the monitors,
paniing them st night; buk 1t wus now impossibie
to retarn the same way, They wers sccorlingly
plueed upon whoels and drawa acruss the conntry,

Epanking of torpedoss reminds wa of a laughable
incident. Our river steamers wenl down to Uity
Point oceurionally with prisoners to exchauge, As
we had torpedoes in the river mwywhers trom
Drury’s Binfl to Trent's Rewch, and Lelow. ther
captitns ran greal riska, On oue ocoasion two of
our bhoats were returning fruia City Peint, fortn-
nately with no passengers, when one of thew struck
a torpedo an immediately weut down. A boat
went from the other steamer anidl found the cap-
fain strugeling in the wuter with a Webster's
Vuabridgol Dietionary in Lis arms. As ho was
pullea into the buat he said: “ 1 did not Lave tine
to ot it on,” e thought he had snized a ltfe-pre-
porver!

On the evacuation of Richmond Captain Parger
and Lis midshipmen were ordered to take charge
of the Confederale treasuwe aad convey it to Dan-
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